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Supervisor Ron Roberts and MTS executives present Trolleys to Province of Mendoza

What was old is once again new as four Trolley cars that plied the tracks in San Diego for almost 
30 years operated for the first time thousands of miles away in Mendoza, Argentina. The light rail 
vehicles (LRV), which were sold by Metropolitan Transit System (MTS) last year, were 
successfully tested and then unveiled to the people of Mendoza on its soon-to-open Metrotranvía 
Mendoza light rail system.
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PHOTO: A former MTS U2 Trolley rode on a float in the parade at the Grape Harvest Festival in 
Mendoza.

 

Taking part in the ceremonies were San Diego County Supervisor and MTS Vice Chairman Ron 
Roberts, MTS Chief Executive Officer Paul Jablonski and MTS Chief Operating Officer of Rail 
Wayne Terry, who attended as the invited guests of the Mendoza government. The three met 
with Mendoza Governor Celso Alejandro Jaque and its Minister of Infrastructure, Transportation 
and Housing Francisco Humberto Perez. All travel arrangements were made by the government 
of Mendoza at no expense to County or to MTS.
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Over the course of the visit, the San Diego representatives discussed with local transit and 
government officials best practices, and provided detailed information about San Diego Trolley’s 
operating procedures for training, safety and other critical components of light rail service 
delivery. MTS maintenance personnel also traveled to Mendoza to help reassemble the vehicles 
after transport and provide instruction to the Argentinean maintenance personnel.

“A piece of San Diego’s transportation history is being preserved in Argentina,” said Supervisor 
Roberts. “These vehicles had a long and successful run in San Diego and now they will be part of 
a new light rail system in another part of the world. It is great to see the excitement that these 
cars can generate as the people of Mendoza anticipate the convenience and speed of a light rail 
system.”

The Provincial Government of Mendoza purchased 11 vehicles from MTS for $3.3 million, signing 
a contract in San Diego in September 2010. The vehicles were delivered in January of this year. 
The vehicles are expected to be in operation in July. Mendoza may purchase more vehicles from 
MTS in the future.

MTS is replacing the sold vehicles and others with 57 of the newest generation of low-floor LRVs 
from Siemens. MTS will begin taking delivery on the new cars this summer. The switch to low-
floor Trolleys is part of the Trolley Renewal Project, which is a $650 million project to rebuild the 
Blue and Orange Lines. The low-floor cars will speed boarding for all passengers and enhance 
the on-time performance of the Trolley system. The new cars will also reduce MTS operating 
costs as older, higher maintenance cars are replaced.

Roberts, in making comments to the people of Mendoza, drew many parallels between the 
Mendoza system and San Diego’s original line, which was built in 1981. Mendoza is starting its 
system on existing track, as San Diego did in 1981. Mendoza’s new line is about the same 
distance as the Blue Line on MTS was in 1981. Both areas have a similar population.
While on the trip, Roberts also met and spoke with Argentinean President Cristina Fernandez de 
Kirchner at the Grape Harvest Festival. The most popular celebration in Mendoza, the festival 
and related parade – which included a trolley on a float -- highlight the successful promotion of 
the Province’s largest agricultural product in the international market.

The LRVs were shipped to Argentina in January. To make the trip, the four U-2s were dismantled 
into two pieces and encased in plastic. They traveled by truck to Houston, by boat to Buenos 
Aires, and then by truck again the remaining distance to Mendoza.
MTS estimates that each car has carried more than two million passengers and traveled more 
than nine million miles.

“That these cars have an extensive life left after so many years of service in San Diego is a 
testament to our maintenance efforts,” said Jablonski. “It is very gratifying to see that these cars 
will continue to operate and provide a vital transportation alternative after almost 30 years of 
service in San Diego.”



Metrotranvía Mendoza is in the process of installing the overhead electrical wire on its light rail 
system. A generator was used to test the trolleys and they traveled approximately 50 meters.
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PHOTO: An former MTS U-2 Trolley appears on a billboard advertising the new Metrotranvia 
Mendoza light rail system.
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PHOTO: Wednesday, March 9, the MTS U2 Trolley was tested on the Metrotranvía Mendoza. 
The Trolley successfully traveled 50 meters.
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