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UTC Transit Center will serve 4,200 passengers daily

 

San Diego, Calif. – The San Diego Metropolitan Transit System (MTS) continues its efforts to 
improve transit choices for the San Diego region with the grand opening of the state-of-the-art 
80,000 sq. ft. UTC Transit Center on Friday, Oct. 27.  The agency will operate 11 bus routes out 
of the facility that service thousands of passengers daily in the heart of San Diego’s second 
largest business sector – University City.

 The UTC Transit Center is part of the $500 million Westfield UTC mall renovation that will 
connect to the Mid-Coast Trolley extension platform via a sky bridge when completed in 2021. 
The $13.7 million transit facility was built as a public/private partnership with the San Diego 
Association of Governments (SANDAG) and Westfield UTC and the City of San Diego. 
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Since June 2014, MTS, in partnership with SANDAG, has exponentially improved San Diego’s 
largest transit system – giving more and better choices than ever before to transit riders. Other 
capital investments include:

$2 million boost in bus service as part of the Transit Optimization Plan that will add to the 
agency’s high frequency network and streamline routes to reduce travel times
$660 million complete overhaul and renewal of the Orange Line and UC San Diego Blue 
Line infrastructure
Launched a new network of high frequency, limited stop bus service called Rapid  
Modernized the UC San Diego Blue Line to allow low-floor Trolley cars to speed up 
boarding and improve on-time performance on the network’s busiest line
$38 million to build the East County Bus Operations & Maintenance Facility 
$50.9 million to build the South Bay Operations & Maintenance Facility
$21 million to modernize bus stations on the Broadway corridor in downtown San Diego 
that provide a premier level of comfort, security and convenience for transit riders

The latest investment, the UTC Transit Center, will serve bus routes that have grown significantly 
in recent years due to increased demand from UC San Diego’s growing community. In 2014, the 
university’s student body approved the Student Transportation Fee referendum that provides 
more than 30,000 students with unlimited rides on all MTS buses and Trolleys. Since then, routes 
that serve both the campus and UTC Transit Center such as SuperLoop Rapid (Routes 201/202) 
and Route 150 have seen ridership increases of 56% and 46% respectively.

The new 80,000 sq. ft. transit center will be off-street, have a bus-only entrance/exit, and avoid all 
the pedestrian and private auto flow from the mall. It will also include a new controlled bus-only 
intersection at the southwestern corner of the transit center on Genesee Avenue. Some UTC 
Transit Center amenities include:

Rapid-branded digital pylons displaying real-time service information
Shaded waiting areas for passengers at all 11 bus bays
Direct pedestrian access to Westfield UTC mall
New shelters and benches
ADA accessibility
Bike lockers
Information kiosks
Ticket vending machines
Security cameras

The southern half of the transit center is open air and the northern half is sheltered on the bottom 
floor of the parking structure. Bus traffic will flow clockwise around a transit island that has 11 
sawtooth bays to accommodate 12 routes (11 for MTS and 1 for North County Transit District). 
Bus routes that will serve the new UTC Transit Center include:

Route 30 (UTC/VA Medical Center/Downtown San Diego)
Route 31 (Miramar College Transit Station/UTC Transit Center)
Route 41 (UC San Diego/VA Medical Center/Fashion Valley Transit Center)



Route 50  (UTC Express – Downtown Express)
Route 60 (UTC via Kearny Mesa/Euclid Ave Trolley Station via Kearny Mesa)
Route 101 (NCTD Route – Oceanside/VA Medical Center/UC San Diego/UTC)
Route 105 (Old Town Transit Center/UTC)
Route 150 (UTC/VA Medical Center/Downtown San Diego)
Route 201/202 (UC San Diego Medical Center/UC San Diego/Nobel/UTC)
Route 204 (UTC/Executive Dr./Judicial Dr./UTC
Route 921 (Miramar College Transit Station/UC San Diego/VA Medical Center)

About MTS 

MTS operates 95 bus routes and three Trolley lines on 53 miles of double-tracked railway. Every 
weekday more than 300,000 passenger trips are taken on MTS bus and Trolley services in 10 
cities and the county. In FY 2017, MTS served more than 88 million riders. For more information 
on how you can use public transportation and save money, go to www.sdmts.com.

About SANDAG

The San Diego Association of Governments (SANDAG) is the San Diego region’s primary public 
planning, transportation, and research agency, providing the public forum for regional policy 
decisions about growth, transportation planning and construction, environmental management, 
housing, open space, energy, public safety, and binational topics. SANDAG is governed by a 
Board of Directors composed of mayors, council members, and supervisors from each of the 
region’s 18 cities and the county government. 
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